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Erich has been employed with Tyrone Mining, LLC as General Manager for the past 6 years. 
Prior to his work in Tyrone, NM, Erich worked at Freeport-McMoRan's Climax Molybdenum 
Company where he spent the majority of his career (18 of 24 working years), with his last 
assignment being General Manager of Climax. 
  
His tenure with the company began in the role of environmental engineer with responsibility for 
environmental compliance including water, air, waste, and reclamation. Erich was instrumental 
in the environmental oversight and construction of the Henderson 2000 project - a vast 
undertaking that converted an electrical train haulage system for conveying ore from an 
underground mine to a surface mill over a distance of 16 miles to a conveyor belt for increased 
efficiency at Climax Molybdenum's Henderson Operations. 
 
Throughout his career, Erich has been recognized as a result driven leader, passionate about 
teamwork and has continually earned roles with increasing responsibilities. His move into the 
operations group increased his breadth of knowledge about the business and prepared him well 
for his future roles as Mill Manager and ultimately General Manager. 
 
Erich attended Kansas Wesleyan University on an athletic/academic scholarship and double-
majored in mathematics and physics. He played NAIA Division II basketball and tennis for the 
university where he earned NAIA Scholar/Athlete All-American honors in 1992. Erich later 
earned his master's degree in civil/environmental engineering from the University of Colorado. 
 
Erich is currently the President of the New Mexico Mining Association and a member of the 
Society of Mining, Metallurgy and Exploration.  Since 2017, Erich has been appointed to the 
New Mexico Mining Commission and the Coal Surface Mining Commission since 2019.   
Erich has a passion for sporting activities and the outdoors. He is an avid hunter, angler, and 
enjoys competing in pickleball tournaments. He resides in Silver City, NM with his beautiful 
wife.  Erich and Sally have a daughter that is a sophomore at New Mexico State University and a 
son that is a Junior at Silver High School. 

 

 
 
 


