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Terry Brunner has worked in New Mexico public policy, politics and community development for more 
than 25 years.  He currently serves as the CEO of Pivotal New Mexico, an Albuquerque-based non-profit 
that assists communities and organizations in attracting the funding they need to complete impactful 
projects.  During the last 3 years, Pivotal New Mexico led a variety of projects, including developing a 
food and agriculture plan for the City of Albuquerque, assisting 62 non-profits with financial support 
through the COVID crisis and increasing the grant-writing skills for 12 New Mexico rural counties. 

Terry served as a Senior Advisor to Barack Obama’s 2008 Presidential campaign and went on to be 
appointed by the President to the position of New Mexico State Director for USDA Rural Development 
where he served for 7 years. In this capacity, Terry administered more than 50 housing, business, 
community infrastructure and community facility programs designed to improve the sustainability of 
rural communities. Terry made rural community outreach and program delivery a priority and visited 
more than 160 New Mexico communities and helped invest more than $1.5 billion in impactful 
community projects. 

Prior to his time at USDA, Terry served as United States Senator Jeff Bingaman’s State Director for 7 
years.  He managed the Senator’s state operations which included deploying staff throughout the state 
to work on constituent services, developing community projects and gathering community input on 
major Senate legislation such as the Energy Bill and health care reform.  Terry handled the Senator’s 
political affairs and managed Senator Bingaman’s successful 2006 re-election campaign that won every 
county in the state-a rarity in New Mexico statewide campaigns. 

Terry holds a Bachelor’s degree in Latin American Studies from the University of Arizona and a Master’s 
degree in Latin American Studies from the University of New Mexico.  He currently serves on the boards 
of the Quivira Coalition and the New Mexico Association of Grantmakers and is Chairman of the 
Albuquerque Development Commission.  Terry resides in Albuquerque with his wife, Leigh Contreras, 
and their two daughters. 


